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iron and salt. They are industrious, and make their own woollen and linen cloth ; and they brew a good deal of beer, which we did not find in any of the other islands'.
We set sail again about mid-day, and in the evening landed on Mull, near the house of the Reverend Mr. Neal M'Leod, who having been informed of our coming, by a message from Sir Allan, carne out to meet us. We were this night very agreeably entertained at his house. Dr. Johnson observed to me, that he was the cleanest-headed man that he had met with in the Western Islands. He seemed to be well acquainted with Dr. Johnson's writings, and courteously said,' I have been often obliged to you, though I never had the pleasure of seeing you before.'
He told us, he had lived for some time in St. Kilda, under the tuition of the minister or catcchist there, and had there first read Horace and Virgil. The scenes which they describe must have been a strong contrast to the dreary waste around him.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21.
This morning  the  subject of politicks was  introduced.      ' JOHNSON.  ' Pulteney was as paltry a fellow as could be2.
1 ' The fruitfulness of lona is now its whole prosperity. The inhabitants are remarkably gross, and remarkably neglected ; I know not if they are visited by any minister. The island, which was once the metropolis of learning and piety, has now no school for education, nor temple for worship, only two inhabitants that can speak English, and not one that can write or read.' Johnson's Works, ix. 149. Scott, who visited it in 1810, writes:—'There are many monuments of singular curiosity, forming a strange contrast to the squalid and dejected poverty of the present inhabitants.' Lockhart's Scott, eel. 1839, iii. 285. In 1814, on a second visit, he writes :—' lona, the last time I saw it, seemed to me to contain the most wretched people I had anywhere seen. But either they have got better since I was here, or my eyes, familiarized with the wretchedness of Zetland and the Harris, are less shocked with that of lona.' He found a schoolmaster there. Ib. iv. 324.
a Johnson's Jacobite friend, Dr. King (ante, i. 324), says of Pulteney,
on his being made Earl of Bath :—' He deserted the cause of his coun-
¥.-25                                                            Hehe soon produced more provision than men not luxurious require.'   Johnson's Works, ix. 146.
